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January 22, 2021 
Job No: 20-235 
 
Frank Burke, Esq. 
Mediator/Arbitrator    
ADR Services, Inc.  
(no address available) 
 
Subject:   Sky Lane Right of Way – Mediation 
 Los Gatos, California 
  
Dear Mr. Burke, 
 
On behalf of property owner Bud Elam and his counsel Michael Ackerman, we are submitting the following exhibits in the 
matter of the Sky Lane right of way.  
 

1. 1929 Road Maintenance Agreement 
This depicts the original property owners that were party to the Sky Lane right of way. Both the Elam and Jones 
properties were part of the T.J. Escover ownership at that time.  
 

2. Los Gatos Hillside Specific Plan 
This is a Specific Plan from 1978 that is a supplement to the Town General Plan. It was jointly adopted by the Town 
and County of Santa Clara and is still operable today. We have highlighted excerpts which relate to vehicular 
circulation and the fact that the Sky Lane to Santa Rosa Drive was proposed to be a full through street connection to 
Sky Lane. 

 
3. 1989 Shurter Residence (now Jones) 

Note that Shurter was conditioned by the Town of Los Gatos to dedicate a public half street right of way of 20’ before 
occupancy of his residence. Shurter never completed this requirement. 
 

4. 1991 Habib Azar/Tentative Map and Tract 8400 Subdivision Map 
We processed this subdivision of 15 lots which included the extension and dedication of Sierra Azule as a 40’ right of 
way to the common easterly property line of both Elam and Jones. Note that the pavement was constructed to only the 
last residence opposite the San Jose Water Company tank. 
 
 

5. Boundary and Topographic Survey of Sky Lane 
These maps depict the 40’ right of way centered on the common line between Elam and Jones. The encroachment of 
the slope failure from Jones into Elam is highlighted and extends 45’ into Elam.  
 

6. Emergency Access Road Plan 
The Town of Los Gatos has indicated that the Sky Lane to Sierra Azule connection can be downgraded to a gated 
emergency access road of 15’ pavement width. This would also serve as a common driveway for subdivision lots 8,9 
and 10 with the gate located at the west end of Elam. Although the Jones encroachment extends 45’ into Elam, it is 
possible to diverge around the landslide with the 15’ roadway, provided that Elam dedicate significant additional right 
of way.  

 
 
We are happy to respond to any questions you may have. We have exhausted the review of all pertinent deeds, subdivision 
documents and surveys of this portion of Sky Lane. 
 
Should you require additional information please contact me by email: terry@tscivil.com. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                 
TS/CIVIL ENGINEERING, INC.  
Terence J. Szewczyk, P.E. C35527  
Principal Engineer 
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